
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Restitution of the Treasures looted  

 

during Colonization  

 

 

 

 

A Campaign led by Louis-Georges Tin,  

president of CRAN,  

then Prime Minister of the State of the African 

Diaspora 

 

 

 



 

 1) Launch of the campaign, december 2013 

 

 
 http://www.liberation.fr/societe/2013/12/10/au-musee-du-quai-branly-visite-guidees-des-

oeuvres-pillees_965532 

 

 

 On 10 December 2013, CRAN (Conseil Représentatif des Associations Noires) launches 

a campaign for the restitution of African treasures looted during colonisation. Louis-Georges 

Tin and Guy Samuel Nyoumsi, president and vice-president of CRAN, organised a guided 

tour of the Quai Branly Museum for the press, to show journalists France's ill-gotten gains. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appeal concerning France's ill-gotten gains 

 

Le Monde.fr | 10.12.2013 à 16h51 • Mis à jour le 11.12.2013 à 10h32 | Par Louis-Georges Tin 

(président du CRAN) et Nicephore Soglo (Ancien président du Benin)  

 

En savoir plus sur http://www.lemonde.fr/idees/article/2013/12/10/appel-concernant-les-biens-mal-

acquis-de-la-france_3528775_3232.html#VxfjBO3V87zgzJkv.99 

 

 

 

 On the same day, Louis-Georges Tin published an appeal in Le Monde with Nicéphore 

Soglo, former president of Benin, to demand the restitution of France's ill-gotten gains. 

 

 The CRAN was then invited to appear on several television channels, France 2, France 

5, France 24, TV5 Monde, etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 



 

 2) Trip to Bénin (august 2015). Louis-Georges Tin travels to 

Benin with Serge Guézo to call on the authorities to apply to the 

French government for restitution. 

 

 

 

  Meeting with the King of Abomey 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Meeting with Prime Minister, Lionel Zinsou 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 3) Lobbying the Elysée Palace 

 

 

 Back in Paris, Louis-Georges Tin continued to lobby the French 

authorities to return the colonial objects to the African countries 

concerned. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Louis-Georges Tin, discussing with French President, François Holland. 

 

 



 

4) Western ill-gotten gains: CRAN received by Unesco's 

African group (December 2015). 

 

 

Wednesday 23 December 2015  
On 22 December 2015, Louis-Georges Tin, President of CRAN, and Pierre Mbom, Secretary 

General of the organisation, visited Unesco headquarters at the invitation of Jean-Marie 

Adoua, Ambassador of Congo and President of the African Group at Unesco. 

 

CRAN presented the campaign on the ill-gotten gains of the West, in order to demand that the 

treasures looted during colonisation be returned to the countries concerned. According to 

Aminata Traoré, former Minister of Culture of Mali, 95% of Africa's tangible cultural 

heritage is outside Africa. 

 

 

 

 



 

 5) CRAN's campaign is supported by African rulers (May 2016) 

 

 

 The Forum of African Kings and Traditional Leaders adopts a 

resolution supporting CRAN's campaign for restitution 

 

 

 



 

 6) President Talon officially requests restitution (July 2016) 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Louis-Georges Tin publishes an article in Le Monde welcoming President Talon's initiative 

 

http://www.lemonde.fr/afrique/article/2016/08/01/tresors-pilles-la-france-doit-repondre-

positivement-a-la-demande-du-benin_4977095_3212.html  

 

 

 

Louis-Georges Tin is invited on France 24, on RFI, on TV5 Monde, on France Culture and 

elsewhere to explain the issue of restitution 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jJhHi92x1l8 

 

http://www.franceculture.fr/emissions/linvite-des-matins-dete/de-la-restitution-des-oeuvres-dart 

 

http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20160803-benin-plus-5000-pieces-ont-ete-volees-pendant-colonisation 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi3-F1bztg8 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=carb6poa2Gw 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWDkv7jiMEQ 

 

 

 

http://www.rfi.fr/emission/20160803-benin-plus-5000-pieces-ont-ete-volees-pendant-colonisation
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pi3-F1bztg8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HWDkv7jiMEQ


 

 

 7) CRAN President visits Cotonou to discuss strategies with the 

Beninese government (August 2016) 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Benin 

 
(from left to right: Professor Ahoyo, Minister Agbenonci, Laurent Tonegnikes, Prince Guezo, Augustin 

Dovoedo, Maylis Bouffartigues) 
 
The Minister gives the President of CRAN a copy of the letter addressed to the French authorities (see 

below). 



 

 



 

 

 



 

            7) The Sovereigns of Côte d'Ivoire request restitution (October 

2017) 

 

 
 Questioned by CRAN, the president of ANARCI (National Association of Kings of Côte 

d'Ivoire), His Majesty the King of Ebrah, sent an official request for restitution to President 

 

 

 

https://nofi.fr/2017/11/exige-a-son-tour-la-restitution-de-ses-tresors-voles-par-la-france/45305 

http://plumedivoire.com/la-cote-divoire-demande-a-son-tour-la-restitution-de-ses-tresors-voles/ 

 

https://nofi.fr/2017/11/exige-a-son-tour-la-restitution-de-ses-tresors-voles-par-la-france/45305
http://plumedivoire.com/la-cote-divoire-demande-a-son-tour-la-restitution-de-ses-tresors-voles/


 

 8) Louis-Georges Tin achieves a historic victory: 

Emmanuel Macron pledges to return looted treasures 

(November 2017) 

 

 

 

 In his speech in Ouagadougou, President Macron agreed to CRAN's request and undertook 

to return the treasures looted during colonisation.  



 

9) Louis-Georges Tin is received by the Minister of Culture of 

Congo Brazzaville to discuss the modalities of setting up the 

restitution process (December 2017) 

 
http://www.adiac-congo.com/content/patrimoine-culturel-le-congo-invite-se-mobiliser-pour-

recuperer-ses-tresors-pilles-73490 

 

 



10) CRAN Belgium, led by Mireille Robert, and the State 

of the African Diaspora, led by Louis-Georges Tin, obtain 

from the Brussels Parliament a vote in favour of the 

restitution (March 2019) 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhYt9cgz0kg  

 

 
http://ftp.parlementfrancophone.brussels/2019-03-29/126%20(2018-2019)%202.pdf  

 

    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NhYt9cgz0kg
http://ftp.parlementfrancophone.brussels/2019-03-29/126%20(2018-2019)%202.pdf


 

 

11) Following the campaign launched by Louis-Georges Tin, the 

European Parliament votes on a resolution calling on Member States 

to put in place a restitution and reparation policy (March 2019) 

 

 

 The European Parliament   
 

7Recalls that some Member States have taken steps toward meaningful and effective redress for 

past injustices and crimes against humanity - bearing in mind their lasting impacts in the present - 

against people of African descent; 

8.  Calls for the EU institutions and the remainder of the Member States to follow this example, 

which may include some form of reparations such as offering public apologies and the restitution of 

stolen artefacts to their countries of origin; 

9.  Calls on the Member States to declassify their colonial archives; 

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0239_EN.html 

 

 

    

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/TA-8-2019-0239_EN.html


 

 

12) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the DRC mandates Louis-

Georges Tin, Prime Minister of the State of the African Diaspora, to 

act on its behalf and take the necessary steps for the restitution 

(October 2019) 

 

 
     
 

13) 

The 

Natio

nal 

Asse

mbly 

adopt

s the 

text 

of the 

law 

on 

restit

ution

s at 

its 

first 

readi

ng 

(Octo

ber 

2020) 

- a 

conce

ssion 

made 

to 

Louis-Georges Tin and the CRAN according to Le Figaro 

 



https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/societe/restitution-du-patrimoine-culturel-

africain-une-concession-faite-au-cran-et-aux-post-colonialistes-

20201005 

 

 

 

 

https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/societe/restitution-du-patrimoine-culturel-africain-une-concession-faite-au-cran-et-aux-post-colonialistes-20201005
https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/societe/restitution-du-patrimoine-culturel-africain-une-concession-faite-au-cran-et-aux-post-colonialistes-20201005
https://www.lefigaro.fr/vox/societe/restitution-du-patrimoine-culturel-africain-une-concession-faite-au-cran-et-aux-post-colonialistes-20201005


 

14) In July 2021, Chief Fortune Charumbira, Speaker of the African 

Union Parliament, also becomes Co-Chairman of the Royal House of 

the African Diaspora State, and supports, along with several hundred 

other kings and traditional leaders, the call for restitution by the 

Diaspora State. 
 

https://thestateofafricandiaspora.com/breaking-news-creation-of-the-

royal-chamber-of-state-of-the-african-diaspora/ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

15) The Belgian Government follows the recommendations of the 

Francophone Parliament, which itself followed the request of Bamko-

CRAN and the State of the African Diaspora on restitution (August 

2021) 

 

https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2021/08/11/la-belgique-fait-un-

pas-vers-la-restitution-de-biens-culturels-au-

congo_6091145_3246.html 

 

 

https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2021/08/11/la-belgique-fait-un-pas-vers-la-restitution-de-biens-culturels-au-congo_6091145_3246.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2021/08/11/la-belgique-fait-un-pas-vers-la-restitution-de-biens-culturels-au-congo_6091145_3246.html
https://www.lemonde.fr/culture/article/2021/08/11/la-belgique-fait-un-pas-vers-la-restitution-de-biens-culturels-au-congo_6091145_3246.html


16) The African Diaspora State organises an international summit on 

restitution, invites the representative of the African Union on the 

subject, and launches the website www.restitutionmuseum.com 

(September 2021) 

 
  
 

 

 
 

 

 



17) September 2021. The Dagboo Hounon, supreme leader of the 

Voodoo cult, and leader of the Spiritual Caucus of the African 

Diaspora State, is received at the Vatican to talk about African 

treasures held in Catholic museums in Europe. 

 
https://thestateofafricandiaspora.com/restitution-campaign-daagbo-hounon-back-from-the-vatican/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


